
 

How can I help at home? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VOCABULARY 

 

When talking with your child please 

take as many opportunities as possible 

to extend their knowledge of words. 

 

Be a magpie!  As you are reading ‘steal’ 

any good words that you notice.  Jot 

these words down in your reading   

diary. 

 

Use a dictionary to find definitions of 

any new words you hear or read. Use a 

thesaurus to find alternative words, 

for example find other words to    

replace small or big. 

 

When completing homework discuss 

words that could be up-levelled. 

CONNECTIVES 

 

Connectives are used to join sentences 

together.  The simplest connectives to 

use are: and, but, so, then. 

 

Encourage your child to find ambitious 

connectives in their reading and use 

them in their writing.  For example, 

And, but, so or, then, when, because, if, 
while, whenever,  
 

Give your child a connective and ask 

them to use it in a sentence.  

OPENERS 
 

An opener is the first word or phrase 

in a sentence. 

 

When reading find effective openers 

and verbally complete the sentence in a 

different way.  How many other    

sentences can you come up with? 

 

Suddenly ... 

Once upon a time... 

Far, far away ... 

PUNCTUATION 
 

Look at different types of punctuation 

in your reading at home. 

 

Look at the punctuation pyramid and 

discuss what jobs each mark does. 

 

Capital letters and full stops are the 

first punctuation marks introduced and 

these remain vital right through 

school. 

SENTENCES 

Find examples of sentence types in reading.  Can you find an author who uses 

sentences of 2 or 3, a variety of openers, expanded noun phrases?  ‘Magpie’ 

these and jot them into your reading diary.   
 

Look at the examples in this booklet.  Could you create these sentences for 

another story? 
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This is a guide to help you to support your child when writing.   

 

VCOPS is a whole school approach to develop and improve key elements 

in writing.  The approach is based on  the  recognised good practice of 

Ros Wilson and Pie Corbett who research and write extensively about 

developing children’s writing  but we have personalised this to match the 

needs of our children.  

 

So what does it stand for?  

  VCOPS stands for the following: 

         V is for vocabulary. 

      C is for connectives. 

      O is for openers. 

      P is for punctuation. 

      S is for sentence types. 

 

What does it look like? 

 

It always starts with talking!  If you can’t say it, you can’t write it. It’s 

fun, interactive and the children get to practice those key grammatical 

elements which need to be in their writing.   

 

This then leads to a calm time when the children put this  learning into 

their own independent piece of work.  Lights are switched off, music is 

played and the children focus on the writing task that has been         

provided.   

 

After completing their work, the children are provided with the         

opportunity to up-level (improve) it using their own personal checklists 

which contain all the VCOPS elements that they should be implementing 

into their  writing.   

 

 

Extend simple sentences using while, so and      

because: 

While: The sun shone while Jack and Daisy             

   ambled along. 

So:  The weather was perfect  

   so Jack planted the   

   beans. 

Because:  Jack gave the man     

      Daisy because he   

      wanted the magic   

      beans. 

 

 

 

Expanded noun phrases (2 adjectives before a   

noun and additional information after): 

 

Jack walked his old brown cow using a long rope. 
 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=jack+and+the+beanstalk&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&qscrl=1&rlz=1T4AURU_enGB499GB500&biw=1093&bih=476&tbm=isch&tbnid=1gmgxiORAohW1M:&imgrefurl=http://thecurb666.blogspot.com/2010/08/jack-and-beanstalk.html&docid=sBIcOQVnmKkw5M&imgurl=http:


Sentence types:  

 
Sentences of 2 for description (using words): 

The cottage was old and white. 

 

 

 

Sentences of 3 for description (using words): 

The cottage was old, white and had a thatched roof. 

 

Compound sentences with and/but: 

And:   Jack lived with his mother and they lived           

  in a cottage. 

But:  Jack’s mother asked him to go to market       

  but he didn’t know the way. 

 

 

  

                                 (1)         (2)                                  (3) 

Vocabulary:  
Children should be using vocabulary within their writing which they would 

not normally use everyday.  This could be words related to our theme,     

adjectives, verbs, adverbs or even high level connectives that are            

adventurous.    

 

Noun: A word that names a person, place or thing.  E.g. mouse, man, March, 

Burrowmoor, ruler. 

 

Verb: A word that is an action—something that a person or thing or object 

is doing.  E.g. Staggering, stumbling, tip-toed Verbs are also words such as: 

is, am, are, have and has.  

 

Adjective: A word used to describe a noun.  It could be describing how they 

look or how they feel. E.g. frightened, sky blue, gigantic  

 

Adverb:  A word that describes how action is taking place.  E.g. walked 

slowly   

 

The man gently put his hand into his pocket and                                   

pulled out glossy, red beans. 

We also look for children to up level words like: went, said, nice, look, good 

etc.  We encourage children to be ambitious with their word choices, always  

looking for new and interesting words.  

 

Connectives: 
Connectives are words that link paragraphs, sentences, phrases, clauses or 

words together.  Below are examples of the type of connectives that your 

child should be using within their writing: 

 

                and, but, so or, then, when, because, if, while, whenever,  
 



Openers:  
 
An opener is the very first word or phrase in the   

sentence.  Openers should vary within a piece of   

writing. Your child should try to use the following 

openers within their work: 

 

Character    Jack climbed up the monstrously     

     never-ending beanstalk. 

 

Time              In the morning, he saw the cottage  

     was old, white and had a thatched  roof. 

 

Place             From the path, he saw the cottage was    

     old, white and had a thatched roof. 

 

ly                   Quietly, Jack crept past the giant. 

 

ing                  Howling, the giant raced  

                       after Jack. 
 

 

 

 

 

Punctuation: 
It is vital that the children use punctuation in their writing.  Below is the 

punctuation pyramid which shows the level of punctuation that a child 

needs to use.  Your child should  be working at Level 2 . 

 

Punctuation also includes the correct use of capital letters in writing.  

Children are taught to use capitals only  when they begin  a sentence, or 

for a proper noun (name of person or place). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also introduce punctu-actions.  Children put their hands together 

above their head to show a capital letter, this looks like a capital A.  A full 

stop is shown by a short punch like jab.  We can act out as we write or as 

we notice them in our reading. Ask your child to demonstrate these. 

A .

A  .  ?  !  ,

A  .  ?  !  ,  “” ‘

A  .  ?  !  ,  “” ‘ …

A  .  ?  !  ,  “” ‘ … - (  )  :   ;

Level 1 

Level 2 

Level 3 

Level 4 

Level 5 


