
 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

I am so pleased to be writing to you today.  This week has been a bit of a whirlwind for me but the staff 

and children have made me feel very welcome already.  As you know, I will be working across both 

Burrowmoor and Kingsfield.   

Our main priority for this half term is to re-establish behaviour expectations, reiterating the school’s code 

of ‘ready, respectful, safe’.  From next week, we will be awarding house points to children whenever we 

see them undertake kind acts, great work or for keeping to the school code of behaviour.  This also 

means that we will be asking Year 6 students to apply for House Captain roles.  As part of this process, 

we will try to make sure your child knows which house they are in.   

Assemblies will now be back in person from Monday which will be great as it will support the 

‘community’ feel of the school as well as reminding children the behavioural expectations when walking 

around the school.  The assembly themes will be uploaded to the website shortly. 

From Monday, we will be moving the breakfast club to the nursery provision so that there is easier access 

to the kitchen and toilets.  This will mean that parents dropping off will need to press the nursery button 

on the keypad rather than ‘OOSC’.  The small hall used for OOSC will be used throughout the day to 

provide a nurture group for younger children who are finding the school day difficult.  Similarly, Miss. 

Angier is reviewing the provision in The Den so that it is more structured and supporting the social, 

emotional and mental health of a larger number of children. 

Over the course of the next few weeks, a clubs timetable will be shared with you.  Clubs will commence 

next term but some taster sessions will be available nearer the end of March. 

On Thursday, children celebrated World Book Day and it was great to see them not only in costumes or 

their pyjamas but also hearing staff read a wide variety of books aloud. 

From next week, the newsletter will be written by Ms. Lucca as Head of School.   

I am really excited about what we can do for both schools and look forward to getting to know you over 

the forthcoming weeks. 

Have a lovely weekend! 

Mrs. Coates 
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Do you have…? 

For science week, we are looking 

for any spare packets of seeds 

that you might have lying 

around.   

We are also looking for a couple 

of spare paving slabs that can 

be used in Nursery.   

If you can help us with either of 

these things, we would be very 

grateful! Thank you. 

Trips, Events and Key Dates 

Staff are in the process of review-

ing their year group curriculums 

and deciding upon trips and 

events that could take place 

from now until the end of the 

summer term.  

Please keep an eye out on the 

last page where new dates will 

be added weekly. 

Website 

We are restructuring the school 

website and trying to add lots 

more information to it.  If there is 

a particular page you would like 

to see, please contact Mrs. 

Coates. 

 

Our website is: 

https://burrowmoor.net/ 
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Curriculum Updates 

Nursery 

We are very excited to see how the children are flourishing and growing in confidence. The children have 

been encouraged to explore the nursery environment both inside and outside which will continue this half 

term as well.  Also, children will continue to develop their skills in sharing, playing alongside their peers and 

learning our rules and routines. 

In Butterfly class, we are focusing on the book the ‘Gruffalo’ by Julia Donaldson and the concept of print 

when looking at a book.  We are also concentrating on recognising our own name when written. 

Caterpillar children are learning about traditional tales and focusing on sitting whilst hearing a short story. 

They are doing amazingly well already and have displayed particular interest in the story ‘The Three Little 

Pigs. 

Over the last few weeks, we have been developing our understanding of numbers which will continue this 

half term.  Caterpillar children are focusing on counting in everyday contexts up to 5 whilst Butterfly 

children are concentrating on one-to-one correspondence and how many are in a total (cardinal 

principle).  

Reception 

We love seeing that many parents have taken on our message about reading and phonics being a main 

part in your child’s development. We are hoping to get Tapestry up and running this month so that you 

can see all the lovely things your children do every day. If you have not yet handed back your form or you 

need a new one, please can you talk to your child’s class teacher and one can be sorted for you.  

This half term we are looking at 'things that grow'. Our focus books are 'Jasper’s Beanstalk' by Nick 

Butterworth, ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’, ‘The Hungry Caterpillar’ by Eric Carle, ‘A Seed in Need’ by Sam 

Godwin and ‘The Tiny Seed’ by Eric Carle. As spring is approaching, we will be spending more time in our 

outside area. It is important that children come to school with a change of clothes and wellies. We are 

asking for donations for our outside area in the hopes to plant some flowers, fruit and vegetables and 

watch them grow. If you have any plant pots, seed, bulbs and gardening tools you wish to donate, these 

can be handed to the class teacher - thank you! 

In Maths, we are looking at the composition of the number, their subitising dots and how to write them. We  

will also be looking at one more and one less.  In Phonics, we are continuing to learn our new phase 3 

sounds and applying them to reading.  

On the 11th of March, we are starting our Science Week where children will become independent 

investigators! Forest School is still going ahead every Friday with a rotation of 10 children going each time. 

Just a reminder that our PE days are Thursday (indoors) and Friday (outdoors). Children are to come in 

plain white t-shirts and black bottoms. They should also have shoes they can independently put on 

themselves.  

Year 1 

In English this half term, we are reading the story ‘Daisy Saves The Day’ by Shirley Hughes where we will be 

discovering more about what the Victorian Era was like for children. We will be writing two diary entries. 

One of these entries will be as ourselves, the other in the role of a Victorian child.  

This links with our History focus on the Victorian Era where we will be exploring the question ‘how have 

children’s lives changed since the Victorian times?’ We will be learning about children’s experiences of 
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school, work and home during the Victorian period and comparing it to our lives now.  

In Maths, we will be working on additive structures including aggregation, augmentation, partitioning and 

reduction. We will then move on to addition and subtraction facts within 10.  

Our Science focus for this half term is on plants and we will be investigating the question ‘what is a plant?’ 

This will involve being able to identify and name a variety of common wild and garden plants, including 

deciduous and evergreen trees. We will also be learning about the basic structure of a range of common 

flowering plants, including trees.  

Indoor PE takes place on a Monday where we will be doing gymnastics. On Thursday, we are outside in PE 

where we will be doing tag rugby.  

We are continuing to teach daily phonics sessions and are currently revisiting all phase 5 sounds. Please 

can we ask that you continue to read with your child daily and complete the home learning tasks each 

week. Thank you! 

Year 2 

Year 2's focus this half term will be History and answering the question ‘Is it right to stand up for what you 

believe in?’ In order to answer this question, we will be looking at three strong, independent and influential 

women from History who stood up for what they believed in: Florence Nightingale, Rosa Parks and Malala 

Yousafzai. This will also be supported in our English where these three women will form the key focus of our 

writing and we will be using them to inspire our letter writing, recounts and poetry.  

During Maths this half term, we study 2D and 3D shapes before continuing our journey to master addition. 

In Science, we will be looking to answer the question ‘Do seeds need soil to grow?’ by studying the 

structure of plants, how they reproduce and carrying out an experiment using seeds.  

In Computing, we will be learning about programming by creating an animated short of Rosa Parks and, 

during the last week of term, we will be learning about what Christians believe about Jesus in RE.  

Our indoor and outdoor PE lessons will continue to be on a Wednesday and Friday. 

Year 3 

This half term, Year 3 will continue to do outdoor PE on a Tuesday and indoor PE on a Friday. Our topic 

focus for this half term is History, where we will be investigating whether the railway has been good for 

March. This links to our local history study and we will be finding out about the history of our local train 

station. Linked to this, we will be writing an adventure story in English based on our book ‘The Railway 

Children.’  

In Maths, we started the half term looking at multiplication and division and have now moved onto 

looking at our unit on money.  

In PSHCE, we are focussing on how we can keep our bodies healthy and fit.  

We can’t wait to see what exciting work the children produce as the term progresses! 

Year 4 

This half term, Year 4 will continue to do indoor PE on a Wednesday and outdoor PE on a Friday. Our topic 

focus is History, where we will be studying the Ancient Egyptians and whether they were ahead of their 

time. Linked to this, we will be writing an Egyptian adventure story in English based on our book ‘Marcy 

and the riddle of the Sphinx.’ In Maths, we have started the half term looking at fractions. In PSHCE, we are 

focussing on taking responsibility for keeping ourselves healthy and safe. We are looking forward to more 

exciting learning as the term progresses! 

Year 5 
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Diary Dates 

New dates will be added weekly so please 

do read this section each week. 

March 2022 

3rd - World Book Day 

10th - Reception trip to the Library 

14th - Start of Science Week 

24th - Reception trip to Church Farm 

April 2022 

1st - Last day of term 

19th - Children return to school 

27th April – Year 4 Bikeability  

May 2022 

27th May – Jubilee Celebration 

30th - 3rd - Half term 

June 2022 

6th - PD Day for staff 

7th - Sky Arts Week  

7th - Children return to school 

July 2022 

19th - Celebration of Work 

Sports Day will also take place during this 

week. Dates to be confirmed. 

21st - Last day of term 

21st - Leavers’ Assembly 

 

Dates for the 2022-23 academic year: 

Autumn Term Dates 2022 

1st September – PD Day 

2nd September – Children return to school 

6th October – Cerebral Palsy Day 

24th to 28th October 2022 – Half term 

21st December – Last day of term 

Spring Term Dates 2023 

4th January - PD Day for staff 

5th January – Children return to school 

13th to Friday 17th February – Half term 

20th February – Children return to school 

31st March – Last day of term 

Summer Term Dates 2023 

17th April – Children return to school 

1st May – Bank Holiday 

26th May – PD Day for staff 

29th May to 2nd June – Half term 

5th June - Children return to school 

7th July - PD Day for staff 

19th July – Last day of term 

During this half term, Year 5 will be writing their very own Greek myths and a descriptive poem about one 

of the Greek gods or goddesses.  We will also be using the fantastic fiction book: ‘Who Let the Gods Out?‘ 

to develop their understanding of what questions are asking in order to improve their comprehension skills.  

In Maths, we are currently developing our knowledge around fractions, adding and subtracting them and 

investigating decimals and percentages and how they relate to fractions.   In Science, we are continuing 

to investigate whether or not all plants and animals reproduce in the same way, delving into the world of 

different animal’s life cycles and comparing their similarities and differences. This will lead us to the next 

Science theme – ‘should we live forever?’ where we will investigate the human life cycle and the changes 

we go through as we develop and grow.  

In History, we are looking at what the Greeks did for us, which links to computing where we are 

developing our skills using PowerPoint by creating a presentation about the Greek gods.  In P.E. on 

Thursdays we are creating a dance related to space. Tuesday P.E. sessions will be looking at developing 

skills in order to play rounders.   

Year 6 

Our topic focus for this half term is History, where we will be studying slavery and asking ‘Has slavery been 

abolished?’  In English, we will be writing a persuasive letter and a speech based on our book ‘Henry’s 

Freedom Box’.  During Maths lesson, we will be looking at measure (area and perimeter) and revising 

learning from all of Key Stage 2 in preparation for SATs in May. 

We are focussing on keeping ourselves healthy, both mentally and physically in PSHCE.  Year 6 will 

continue to do indoor PE on a Tuesday (gymnastics) and outdoor PE on a Friday (tennis).  Please note the 

change from Wednesdays to Fridays. 
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