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Intent 
 
At Burrowmoor Primary School we believe that the teaching of phonics is the vital 
platform in children becoming competent readers and writers. 
 
In order for a child to be able to read for both purpose and pleasure, they must be 
able to decode and recognise words fluently and automatically. At Burrowmoor 
Primary School, high quality, systematic phonics teaching is the prime approach to 
ensure that all children become fluent readers by the end of KS1. 
 
 
Aims/Principles: 
 
• To enable children to learn phonic knowledge and skills with the expectation 
that they will become fluent readers, having secured word building and 
recognition skills. 
• To ensure that children are taught common high frequency words and also those 
that do not conform to regular phonic patterns. 
• To ensure that children have opportunities to read texts and words that are 
within their phonic capabilities as early as possible, even though all words 
may not be entirely decodable by the children unaided. 
• To encourage children to attempt to spell words for themselves, within the 
range of their phonic knowledge, by building an individual repertoire and the 
confidence and strategies to attempt the unfamiliar. 
• To help children to apply the skill of blending phonemes in order to read 
words. 
• To help children segment words into their constituent phonemes, in 
order to spell words when writing for a variety of purposes. 
• To learn that blending and segmenting words are reversible processes.  

 

 
Implementation 
Synthetic phonics and spelling 
 
The nature of synthetic phonics is: As we teach reading we also teach Spelling. 
 
Reading involves breaking words into separate sounds and blending them together 
to read the word. Spelling however is the opposite; listening for the sounds in the 
word and representing them with a letter.  
 



 
 
Through the systematic approach of synthetic phonics, we aim to teach children: 

 That spoken words are composed of sounds, and that letters represent these 
sounds. 

 That spelling involves listening for the sounds in words and representing it 
with a letter or letters. 

 That there are different ways each sounds can be represented. For example, 
the sound /ay/ as in ‘apron’ can be spelled: ‘ay’ like in ‘pay’, ‘ai’ like in ‘paid’, 
‘a’ like in ‘apron’, ‘eigh’ like in ‘eight’ and so on. 

 To try the spelling choices for a word and decide which one looks right. 

 

Teaching and Learning of Phonics and Spelling in EYFS and KS1 
 
All phonic lessons in EYFS and KS1 are taught following the Letters and Sounds 
document alongside the actions from ‘Jolly Phonics'. Jolly Phonics is a synthetic 
approach to teaching, which uses actions for the 42 letter sounds and is a multi-
sensory method to aid children’s memory of the written grapheme. 
 
The Letters and Sounds programme is devised in six phases. We have adopted the 
suggested daily teaching sequence set out in ‘Letters and Sounds’; Introduction, 
Revisit and Review, Teach, Practise, Apply and Assess learning against criteria. 
The ‘Apply’ stage allows teachers to contextualise the learnt phonemes or high 
frequency words within broad and rich reading material. 
Teaching is multi sensory, encompassing simultaneous visual, auditory and 
kinaesthetic activities to enliven core learning. Phonics is taught in short, briskly 
paced sessions and applied to reading and writing in a meaningful context.  
Activities are differentiated to children’s abilities and interests, and classroom 
environments have age appropriate supporting materials concentrating on both 
sounds and key words. These resources are consistent throughout Reception and 
KS1 classrooms and all phonic learning environments.  
 
Reception: 
 

 Daily discrete phonic lessons every day for at least 20 minutes. 

 All children taught phase 2 and phase 3 phonics as part of whole class 
teaching in the Autumn term before moving to ability groups in the Spring. 
These groups are then adjusted every half term accordingly based on 
assessments. 

 Letters and Sounds assessments carried out at the end of every half term.  

 In addition to the daily phonic session, phonic interventions (1:1 or small 
group) taught weekly for those children who fall behind. 

 Intervention book evidence to demonstrate the progress made by those 
children accessing the interventions. 



 Parents invited to workshop on ‘home phonics’ and in best supporting 
learning effectively at home. 

 Home phonic booklets sent home for additional practise of the first one 
hundred high frequency and tricky words for every child in Reception. 
Parents/carers expected to assist their child with the daily practise of these 
words following workshop offered by school. Children assessed in school and 
moved to the next set of words once they can confidently read those 
assigned.  

 Home reading books always appropriate to the phonic phase children are 
working at, are sent home twice a week and more often for those who are 
reading regularly according to their Reading Passport. These levels are 
reviewed every half term or more often depending on individual reading 
sessions with the teacher. 

 By the end of Reception, children are expected to be at least secure in Phase  
2. Interventions will be in place for those not yet achieving this. 

 
Year One: 
 

 Children assessed on entry to Year One using Letters and Sounds and then 
placed into smaller teaching phases.  

 Daily discrete phonics lessons every day for at least 30 minutes with 15 
minutes additional guided reading taught within their phonics phase. 

 Children set according to the phase they are working within and these are 
adjusted every half term or more accordingly. 

 Letters and Sounds assessments are carried out at the end of every half term. 

 Small group interventions carried out by teacher 3x weekly to support 
children who are not making the desired progress. This is in addition to daily 
phonics teaching.  

 Daily interventions carried out by class TA for those children who need 
consolidation of the day’s Phonic learning.  

 Home phonic activities sent home for additional practise of the first one 
hundred high frequency and tricky words for those identified children who 
are making slower progress. Parents/carers are expected to assist their child 
with the daily practise of these words following a school-led meeting. 
Children are continually assessed in school and moved to the next set of 
words once they can confidently read those assigned. 

 Home reading books always appropriate to the phonic phase children are 
working at, are sent home twice a week and more often for those who are 
reading regularly according to their Reading Passport. These levels are 
reviewed every half term or more often depending on individual reading 
sessions with the teacher. 

 By the end of Year One children to be secure in at least Phase 5. Interventions 
will be in place for those not yet achieving this. 

 
 
 
 



Year Two: 
 

 At the beginning of Year Two, children are taught from the spelling objectives 
from the National Curriculum or the relevant phase from Letters and Sounds 
in which they were working at the end of Year One.  

 Children are taught every day in a lesson that is appropriate to themselves 
whether that be phonics or spelling.  

 Year 2 children who did not pass the year 1 phonics screening test, will be 
taught in small groups by a TA at a separate time, working on gaps in their 
knowledge and retested throughout the year. This is in addition to their 
Phonics/Spelling lesson within their class. 

 
 
Key Stage 2 phonics: 
 

 For those children who did not meet the Year one phonics screening test in 
Year 2, Code X will be taught in small intervention groups. 

 These will be delivered by an appropriate teaching assistant at least twice a 
week in addition to daily English lessons. 

 Phonically decodable reading books are available for these children that have 
KS2 content and longer text (dual banded text). 

 
 

Impact 
 
Children’s progress in developing and applying their phonic knowledge will be 
carefully assessed and monitored. Teachers use daily phonics sessions to monitor 
children’s progress and assess children through their writing and reading. This 
monitoring is triangulated with their assessments in other reading and writing skill 
areas to make judgments about their attainment and progress overall. 
 
All children are required to take part in the statutory Phonics Screening at the end of 
Year 1. The Screening involves reading 40 words; a mixture of real and pseudo 
words with the class teacher. The pseudo words are built with phonic strings the 
children have previously learnt.  
 
Children may not be required to take part in some cases if there is a Special 
Educational Need. 
 
 
Children who require additional support 
 
Where children are not making progress at the same rate as their peers, additional 
support is given at their level either one to one or in a small groups as appropriate- 
please see year groups above for detail.  
 
 



 
Children who do not use phonics as their prime approach to reading 
 
We recognise that whilst phonics is the prime approach for most children when 
reading, there are a number of ways by which to decode a text. These include strong 
word recognition/recall and using contextual clues. These are developed and 
reinforced during daily guided reading sessions, and through all daily Literacy 
sessions. 
 
 
Supporting children with phonics at home 
 
Parents in Reception will be invited to a 'helping with phonics at home' workshop 
(reading and writing) run by Burrowmoor staff in the autumn term to offer guidance 
in best supporting children with home learning.  
 
Parents in Year 1 whose children are working below the expected standard will also 
be invited to a ‘helping with phonics at home’ workshop where they will be guided 
through the home phonic booklets. (Please see Year 1 section for details) 
 
Reading books based on the Bug Club series are used in Reception and KS1 to 'apply' 
the phonic knowledge learnt in school. These are sent home at the pace individual 
children learn phonic sounds in school. To provide depth within each phase, Collins 
Fat Cat books are also used alongside Bug Club, which are also consistent to the 
phase in which the children are working. 
 
Links to materials 
 
Letters and Sounds- DfE 2007 
Jolly Phonics- www.jollylearning.co.uk 
Home Phonics on school website- www.burrowmoor.net 
 

http://www.jollylearning.co.uk/
http://www.burrowmoor.net/

