
 
 

The Arts Curriculum Statement of Intent 
 
Our vision for The Arts  

The Arts in the Active Learning Trust will develop creative, resilient individuals who 
have the self-confidence to take risks and collaborate with others. They will feel 
valued; be able to lead others; and reflect on their own and others' contributions. 
 
Rationale – why this curriculum design? 
 
We see The Arts as a basic entitlement for all children and young people, 
broadening their experience to extend and enrich their cultural capital through 
access to a wide range of inclusive cultural experiences.  
 
Durham Report (November 2019): 
 
The connections between personal fulfilment, wellbeing and creativity are well 
documented. Maslow (1943, 1968) suggests that creativity or ‘creativeness’ is a 
facet of self-actualisation which itself sits at the top of his well-known hierarchy of 
needs. Human beings, he argues, have certain basic needs such as food, water, 
shelter and sleep. But to be truly fulfilled they need to realise their true potential, their 
full creative selves as adults as well as children.  
 
Education needs to do more to meet the country’s need for creative skills. Shortages 
of workers are forecast unless we can equip young people with the right skills 
needed to meet the changing work environment (Edge Foundation, 2018). Our 
education system must address these skills gaps by developing creative thinking and 
practice in schools. Such skills have a clear value for both further and higher 
education as well as for employability (Gutman and Schoon, 2013). Sorrell, Roberts 
and Henley (2014) found that literacy, numeracy and creativity are the three central 
pillars of any strong education offer.  
 
There is a real opportunity within the new [Ofsted] framework to develop ambitious 
approaches to encouraging creativity and teaching for creative thinking in schools. It 
opens up opportunities to apply skills, knowledge and understandings acquired in 
different subject disciplines in other contexts to meet needs and solve problems and 
for pupils to begin to be critical of their own and others’ thinking. These skills are 
important at all ages and in all subjects of the curriculum and help establish broad 
and balanced approaches to progression in learning as well as independence as 
learners (Davies et al, 2018). 
 
 
 
 



Ambition – what do we want to achieve? 
 
Arts Curricula that: 

● offer opportunities to learners that allow them the freedom to explore, create, 
design, experiment, make mistakes and find solutions.  

● give children and young people the ability to communicate clearly with a 
breadth of knowledge and artistic expression. 

● are well planned and developed to consistently and intentionally teach the 
specific disciplines of each art-form through a progression of skills. 

● give children and young people access to high quality arts provision, utilising 
both internal and external expertise, including professional artists and events, 
which stimulate collaborative learning, performance and exhibition. 

● give children and young people the opportunity to develop a broad knowledge 
and an appreciation of each art-form. 

● give children and young people the opportunity to develop and use their 
abilities in the exploration of existing and new ideas, resulting in the planning, 
designing and the creation of meaningful outcomes. 

● enable children and young people to develop skills, talents and a life-long 
interest in and appreciation of The Arts.  

 
Cross-curricular approaches that use The Arts to: 

● enhance and embed learning into long-term memory across the curriculum. 
● challenge learners to develop their creativity, resilience and collaboration; 

recognising that children and young people learn in different ways. 
● develop employability skills applicable to the world of work and enable 

children and young people to become active citizens in their local and wider 
communities. 

 
A culture of: 

● authentic and valued professional dialogue within and between staff teams, so 
that colleagues have the confidence to embed The Arts across the curriculum, 
supported by subject specialists (including expert practitioners as well as 
external arts organisations). 

 
 


