
 
 

                  

 

 

Apollo Moon Landings 
 

 



 
 

Have a go at imaging the landing sites of all the Apollo missions! 

Use the image of the Apollo landing sites to the left to guide you when observing 
with the Liverpool Telescope. If you have the time then try and observe all six landing 
sites!  
When you visit Go Observing and specify the Moon, the options to observe specific 
segments will be available to you.  
If you want to know a little more about the landing sites, then read below! 

 

Apollo 11 

Launch date: July 16, 1969.  

The first successful manned lunar landing on the 20th July 1969, landing in the Sea 
of Tranquility. The crew consisted of three members: Commander Neil Armstrong, 
Command Module Pilot Michael Collins and Lunar Module Pilot Edwin "Buzz" Aldrin. 
The mission duration was 8 days, 3 hours, 18 minutes and 35 seconds. This year 
marks the 50th anniversary of this historical event!  

Apollo 12 

Launch date: November 14, 1969.  

The crew landed in the Ocean of Storms, the second manned lunar surface 
mission, where they were tasked with an extensive series of exploring the lunar 
surface using the lunar module crew. The mission also deployed ALSEP; the Apollo 
Lunar Surface Experiments Package, with the aim of gathering scientific data from 
the Moon's surface such as seismic activity.  

Crew Members: Commander Charles Conrad Jr., Lunar Module Pilot Alan L. 
Bean, Command Module Pilot Richard F. Gordon Jr. 

Apollo 14 

Launch date: Janauary 31, 1971. 

Apollo 14 landed within very close proximity to that of Apollo 12 and the ALSEP 
package in Fra Mauro. During this mission, crew members collected more lunar 
surface data and samples; they brought back to Earth 94 pounds (42.5kg) of rocks 
and soil for scientists across the World to analyse. The crew also set up the second 
ALSEP. 

Crew Members: Commander Alan B. Shepard Jr., Lunar Module Pilot Alan B. 
Shepard Jr., Command Module Pilot Stuart A. Roosa.  

Apollo 15 

Launch date: July 26, 1971. 

The fourth manned lunar mission for NASA in the space of two years. The module 
landed this time in the Hadley-Apennine region, north-east of the previous two 
manned missions. The mission consisted of more lunar surface science, lunar orbital 
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science and looking for ways to advance the engineering-operational side of lunar 
missions. The third ALSEP package was deployed on this mission.  

Crew Members: Commander David R. Scott, Lunar Module Pilot James B. 
Irwin, Command Module Pilot Alfred M. Worden. 

Apollo 16 

Launch date: April 16, 1972. 

Mission location: the Descartes region, due South past the lunar equator from the 
Apollo 15 landing site; chosen for the sampling of two 'volcanic contructional units' of 
the highland lunar areas. Here, another ALSEP package (the fourth) was deployed. 
This mission, amongst many things, was used to assess the manoeuvrability of the 
lunar rover through a series of "Grand Prix" exercises: S-turns, hairpin turns and 
hard stops.  

Crew Members: Commander John W. Young, Lunar Module Pilot Charles M. Duke 
Jr., Command Module Pilot Thomas K. Mattingly II. 

Apollo 17 

Launch date: December 16, 1972. 

The last time that a manned mission landed on the Moon - even to this day! The 
mission location was the Taurus-Littrow highlands and valley region. The site was 
picked because of the variance in age for lunar rocks (to be brought back as 
samples). Yet another ALSEP package was deployed on this mission, albeit with 
new equipment for heat flow experiments, lunar seismic profiling, local gravitational 
measuring (using a lunar surface gravimeter) and others.  

Crew Members: Commander Eugene A. Cernan, Lunar Module Pilot Harrison H. 
Schmitt, Command Module Pilot Ronald E. Evans. 

Now that you know more about the areas, observe them using Go Observing! 
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