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Lunar Landings Reading Comprehension 
 

Below is a reproduction of the front page of The Guardian newspaper from 21st July 1969. 

Read the article and then answer the questions that follow. 
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Astronaut Edwin E. Aldrin poses for a photograph beside the U.S. flag deployed on the Moon during the Apollo 11 mission 

on July 20, 1969. Photograph: NEIL ARMSTRONG/AP 

3:56 am: man 

steps on 

to the moon 
By ANTHONY TUCKER 

Men are on the moon. At 3.56 this morning Armstrong stepped from the lunar module and set foot 
on lunar ground. It was the fulfilment of a dream which men have shared since the beginning of 
recorded history. Aldrin followed his commander down the steps of the lander – already named 
Tranquillity Base – 19 minutes later. 

Armstrong reported that the surface seemed to be very fine powder into which his feet sank about 
one-eighth of an inch. He could see his footprint clearly. 

Armstrong’s first words on the moon were: “That’s one small step for man. One giant leap for 
mankind.” The first television view millions on earth saw was Armstrong’s foot descending slowly. 
Then there was his full figure. 

“It’s a very soft surface, but here and there where I poke with a sample collector I run into a very 
hard surface,” he said. “It appears to be the same material.” The moon “has a harsh beauty all of its 
own’” Aldrin reported. “It looks like the desert of the United States, but it is very beautiful.” 

Aldrin experimented with movement in the low gravity, and remarked that a moonwalker had to be 
careful to lean in the direction he wanted to go or he would lurch around “like someone slightly 
inebriated.” When they started to examine their surroundings Aldrin reported finding a purple rock. 

The decision to walk early was made three hours after the lunar module Eagle had made a perfect 
landing at 9:17pm four miles downrange from the chosen site. The spacecraft was steered manually 
to clear a boulder-strewn crater “the size of a football field.” It was a moment of extraordinary 
tension and silence. The Lunar module curved gently down over the Sea of Tranquillity, its drama 
heightened by the calm, almost casual voices of the astronauts and the mission controller at 
Houston. 
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Read the text then answer the following questions: 

 
1. How did Armstrong describe the surface? 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

2. What was the name given to the lunar landing module? 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

3. What time did the landing module touch down on the Moon? 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

4. Where was Mission Control based? 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

5. Why was landing site called Tranquillity Base? 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

6. Why did they land 4 miles away from where they originally intended to land? 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

7. Why was it important that Aldrin had to “lean in the direction he wanted to go…”? 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

8. Do you think the astronauts were excited? What evidence is there in the text to support 
your opinion? 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

9. What do you think Aldrin thought of the Moon? Why? 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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1. How did Armstrong describe the surface?  

Very fine powder, into which his feet sank about one eight of an inch. 

2. What was the name given to the lunar landing module? 

Eagle 

3. What time did the landing module touch down on the Moon? 

9:17pm 

4. Where was Mission Control based? 

Houston 

5. Why was landing site called Tranquillity Base? 

It was located close to the Sea of Tranquillity.  

NB: Whilst it is called a sea, there is no water. When we look at the moon some areas appear 
to be darker than others, these dark areas were named seas as it was originally thought 
that’s what they were, however, the darkness was actually caused when the Moon had 
volcanic activity, a long time ago! 

6. Why did they land 4 miles away from where they originally intended to land? 

The planned site turned out to contain huge boulders of rock, which would have made it 
unsafe to land. 

7. Why was it important that Aldrin had to “lean in the direction he wanted to go…”? 

The low gravity environment meant that walking ‘normally’ led to ‘lurching around like 
someone slightly inebriated’. 

8. Do you think the astronauts were excited? What evidence is there in the text to support 
your opinion? 

Either answer could be marked as ‘correct’ provided it is supported with evidence from the 
text. 

Evidence suggesting that they were excited: 

 Mundane things were commented on enthusiastically. These included, leaving 
footprints, finding a rock and walking about. 

 Aldrin described the environment as beautiful despite there being a ‘desert’ like 
scene. He was clearly immediately fond of the place. 

 They had waited 3 hours since landing for the decision to be made about whether 
they could venture out on to the Moon’s surface. 

Evidence suggesting they were not excited: 

 Casual, calm voices used in communications between astronauts and Mission 
Control. 

 Aldrin describes it as looking like a desert. 

 The astronauts seem to just get on with their jobs of carrying out experiments and 
tests. 
 

9. What do you think Aldrin thought of the Moon? Why? 

Some may say he liked it, others may say he disliked it, either answer could be marked as 
‘correct’ provided it is supported by evidence from the text. 

Evidence suggesting Aldrin liked it: 

 He said it has a “harsh beauty all of its own.” 
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 He seems to be enjoying the experience of walking in the low gravity environment. 

 He seems quite excited by finding a purple rock. 

Evidence suggesting Aldrin was unimpressed: 

 He describes the Moon’s beauty as “harsh”. 

 He didn’t immediately leave the landing module, he followed Armstrong 19 minutes 
later. Was this because he told to wait or because he was not excited?  

 


