
 
How can I help at home? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VOCABULARY 

 

When talking with your child please 

take as many opportunities as  

possible to extend their knowledge 

of words. 

 

Be a magpie!  As you are reading 

‘steal’ any good words that you  

notice.  Try saying them in      

different sentences. 

CONNECTIVES 

 

Connectives are used to join    

sentences together.  The simplest 

connectives to use are: and, but, 

so, then. 

 

Give your child a connective and 

ask them to use it in a sentence.  

 

Point out connectives in books. 

OPENERS 

 

An opener is the first word or 

phrase in a sentence. 

 

When reading, find openers and 

verbally complete the sentence in a 

different way.  How many other 

sentences can you come up with? 

 

Once upon a time... 

Far, far away ... 

PUNCTUATION 
 

Look at different types of     

punctuation in your reading at 

home. 

 

Capital letters and full stops are 

the first punctuation marks     

introduced and these remain vital 

right through school. 

SENTENCES 

Find examples of sentence types in reading.  Can you find an author 

who uses a variety of openers and adjectives?   

 

Look at the examples in this booklet.  Could you create these sentences 

for another story? 
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This is a guide to help you to support your child as they develop 

their writing skills. 

 

VCOPS is a whole school approach to develop and improve key    

elements in writing.  The approach is based on  the  recognised 

good practice of Ros Wilson and Pie Corbett who research and 

write extensively about developing children’s writing  but we have 

personalised this to match the needs of our children.  

 

So what does it stand for?  

  VCOPS stands for the following: 

         V is for vocabulary. 

      C is for connectives. 

      O is for openers. 

      P is for punctuation. 

      S is for sentence types. 

 

What does it look like? 

 

It always starts with talking!  If you can’t say it, you can’t write it. 

It’s fun, interactive and the children get to practise those key  

elements by ensuring they can say them first.  

 

Children are then encouraged to use these in a wide variety of 

writing opportunities including personal independent writing and 

when working with the teacher on developing their writing skills. 

 

Expanded noun phrases      

(1 adjectives before a noun): 

 

Jack walked with his brown 

cow. 
 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=jack+and+the+beanstalk&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&qscrl=1&rlz=1T4AURU_enGB499GB500&biw=1093&bih=476&tbm=isch&tbnid=1gmgxiORAohW1M:&imgrefurl=http://thecurb666.blogspot.com/2010/08/jack-and-beanstalk.html&docid=sBIcOQVnmKkw5M&imgurl=http:


Sentence types:  

 

Simple sentence. 

Jack went up the beanstalk. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

Vocabulary:  
Children should be encouraged to use vocabulary which goes beyond what  

they normally use and hear everyday.  These could be words linked to school 

topics,  adjectives or verbs.   Words that make us go WOW! 

 

Noun: A word that names a person, place or thing.  E.g. mouse, man, March, 

Burrowmoor, ruler. 

 

Verb: A word that is an action — something that a person or thing or        

object is doing.  E.g. walking, stumbling, zigzagging.  Verbs are also words 

such as: is, am, are, have and has.  

 

Adjective: A word used to describe a noun.  It could be describing how they 

look or how they feel. E.g. happy, blue, small. 

 

 

The man put his hand into his pocket and   pulled out red beans. 

We also look for children to up-level (improve) words like: went, said, nice, 

look, good etc.  

 

We encourage children to be ambitious with their word choices, always  

looking for new and interesting words.  

 

Connectives: 
Connectives are words that links paragraphs, sentences, phrases, clauses or 

words together.  Below are examples of the type of connectives that an 

Early Years child will begin to use within their writing: 

 

and, but 
 



Openers:  
 
An opener is the very first word or phrase in the       

sentence.  Your child should try to use the following 

openers as they talk and as they begin to write: 

 

Character    Jack climbed up the beanstalk. 

 

Time              In the morning, he saw the    

       cottage with a thatched  roof. 

 

Place             From the path, he saw the          

       cottage with a thatched roof. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Punctuation: 
It is vital that the children use punctuation in their writing.  

Below is the punctuation pyramid which shows the level of 

punctuation that a child needs to use.  Your child will be intro-

duced to capital letters and full stops. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also introduce punctu-actions.  Children put their hands 

together above their head to show a capital letter, this looks 

like a capital A.  A full stop is shown by a short punch like jab.  

We can act out as we write or as we notice them in our    

reading. 

A .

A  .  ?  !  ,

A  .  ?  !  ,  “” ‘

A  .  ?  !  ,  “” ‘ …

A  .  ?  !  ,  “” ‘ … - (  )  :   ;

Level 1 

Level 2 

Level 3 

Level 4 

Level 5 


