
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
September 2015 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
READING IN RECEPTION 
This week we are giving out reading books to your child to share with you at home.  Please ensure your child 
brings their book bag, Reading Record and reading book into school every day.  We read with the children 
regularly and if the Reading Records are not in school their progress and next steps will not be recorded for 
you to see.  This is vital information for you as parents/carers to support the development of your child’s 
reading and to inform the Class Teacher of your shared experience. 
 
Books will be sent home as follows –  
 
MONDAY 
A “Free Choice” book from the class book box.   
These books are to be shared with an adult at home and your child is not expected to be able to read these 
independently.  It is a time for them to enjoy having a story being read to them and making the most of the 
time to talk about stories and how books work.  This book can be kept in the book bag for the whole week 
and you may have the same choice for a few weeks if it becomes a favourite!   
 
We do encourage the children to look after all of the books that go home especially as many of the “real” 
books are donations or belong to members of staff. 
 
WEDNESDAY 
A “Parallel” book – those with coloured stickers. 
These books are at your child’s ability level and use sounds, words and strategies that the children are being 
taught at school. 
 
FRIDAY 
An “Oxford Reading Tree” book – books from our school reading scheme. 
These books focus on High Frequency/Common words, tricky words and words relating to the scheme itself 
as well as phonic strategies at that ability level. 
 
We ask that every time you hear your child read you record this in their Reading Diary.  This only needs to 
be the date, a brief comment about how they read/felt about the book and your signature.  This means we 
know that your child has read at home and we can change their book immediately.  This supports your 
child’s move through the reading scheme or book band and supports their progress in reading as a whole.  
Children who read at home regularly and practise the skills that they have been taught at school find reading 
easier and more enjoyable which in turn impacts on their progress in all areas of the curriculum now and in 
the future. 



 

 

 
In addition to your child reading individually with an adult, they experience a targeted phonic session daily 
and have a guided reading session in a small group every day with an adult.  Three of the Literacy sessions in 
a week also have a clear, planned reading/writing focus.  Please do not be worried if the Reading Diary does 
not record that your child has read a “book” individually for a few days as they are participating in phonic 
and reading sessions at least once a day within the class and are being tracked and monitored by the Class 
Teacher.  You will also notice Reading Target stickers in the Diary and these are the “next steps” that the 
adults identify and assess your child’s reading against whenever there is a reading opportunity.  These are 
for the adults in school to change when they feel that your child is confident and independent with this skill. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns about your child’s reading please feel free to see either their Key 
Worker or the Class Teacher. 
 
Thank you 
The Reception Team. 
 
 
 
 
 


